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and being at work early and late, must consequently
be a man of great practice. The thing took ac-
cordingly ; for the neighbours believing he had bu-
siness, brought business to him ; and the reputa-
tion of having a trade, made a trade for him.

Nothing raises the fame of a shop like its being
a shop of good trade already; then people go to it
because they think there is good choice. Their
gilding and painting go but a little way ; for it is
the having a shop well filled with, goods, having
good choice to sell, and selling reasonable, that are
the things that bring a trade ; and a trade thus
brought will stand by you, and last.

My advice to a young tradesman is, to keep the
safe middle between these extremes; something
the times must be humoured in, because fashion
and custom must be followed ; but let him consider
the depth of his stock, and not lay out half his
estate upon fitting up his shop, and then leave but
the other half to furnish it; it is much better to
have a full shop than a fine shop ; and a hundred
pounds in goods will make a much better show than
a hundred pounds' worth of painting and carved
work.

Decency in all outward appearances, whether in
habit, or in fitting up a shop, is an infallible sign of
a right head and a sound judgment; and let this
be always kept in the memory of a young shop-
keeper.

Painting and adorning a shop seems to intimate,
that the tradesman has a large stock to begin with;
or else the world suggests he would not make such.
a show; hence the young shopkeepers are willing
to beautify and paint, and gild and carve, because
they would be thought to have a great stock to begin
with. But let me tell you, the reputation of having
a great stock is ill purchased, when half your stock is
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